
September 2011 

We hope that you’ve had a 

wonderful summer and are 

rested and ready for a ter-

rific school year!   

Education Option and the 

Country School,  have al-

ready begun and are off to 

a great start.  

Our high school teachers 

have been relentlessly pre-

paring for their classes that 

begin  on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 6.   

All high school parents, 

including independent 

study HS parents,  should 

have already met with 

your instructors and re-

ceived work packets for 

the first two weeks of 

school.  These were hand-

ed out at orientation.    

We are hoping to procure 

a new sight for our high 

school campus by next 

school year, but for now 

we’ve made a few im-

provements to the high 

school site and hope it 

meets with  your approval. 

We’ve added new carpet 

in Excelsior and Shay Saun-

ders has used her creative 

talents to do some interior 

decorating.  We’ve rented 

new space for our Science 

classes and have a new 

teacher, Gabriella Kagay, 

who will be teaching Earth 

Science, English I, and 

Technology classes.  Par-

ents at the Country School 

will have already met our 

new Kindergarten teacher, 

Mrs. Brittan Hall. 

Check out our website at 

www.goldrushcs.com.  You 

will find pertinent updates 

for the 2011-2012 school 

year, including teachers’ 

syllabi.   

Kate Hansen & 

Jim Gallno 
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                              Principal’s Note 
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Phone: (209) 533-8644 * FAX * (209) 532-9234 

ATTENTION ALL 7TH-12TH GRADE STUDENTS! 

We need a T-DAP (Whooping Cough) vaccination verification, or 

personal beliefs exemption form, no later than 9-16-11!!!!   

If students in grades 7-12 do not turn in that verification by 9-16-

11, by California state law, they can not be enrolled at Gold Rush 

Charter School, or any other school in California and they will im-

mediately be dis-enrolled. 

 

HEALTH  

SCREENING 

All students (including 

independent study stu-

dents) in grades K, 1,2,5 

& 8 and resource will 

be tested at the Coun-

try School for vision on 

09/08/11 at 8:30 AM 

and for hearing on 

9/27/11 at 11:30 AM. 



 MAKE-UP PHOTOS         

FOR THIS             

SCHOOL YEAR 

                                                  

Have you had your picture taken for this school 

year?  We want to see your smiling face in this 

year’s yearbook.   If you are chosen as student of 

the month, we need a photo on file for the news-

paper.   These photos are also used for your cur-

rent  Student I.D. Cards.  Mrs. Yarbrough is willing 

to take pictures every Friday at 11:30 AM at the 

main office. 

                                                                               

CARPOOLING TO THE COUNTRY    

SCHOOL? 

Anyone who is interested in car-

pooling to the Country School 

may call Lauri Rhinehart at 559-

1518.  She is volunteering to 

coordinate carpools. 

 

HOME ECONOMICS NEEDS 

 

 

 

The Home Economics Department is soliciting 
the following items: 
                                                                                                       
All sizes crochet hooks and knitting needles. 
Old craft magazines that have patterns in them. 
Old patterns for clothes, household items or crafts. 
Sewing machines- must work. 
Yarn, spools of thread, embroidery thread. 
Scissors ï sewing and embroidery. 
Embroidery hoops. 
Fabric - scraps or by the yard, batting. 

   Pie pans, cake pans, mixing bowls, measuring cups                       

and spoons, pizza pans, bread pans, cookie sheets,    

canning kettle, canning tongs, canning jars and lids. 

Please drop donations at the front desk with a note that 

includes your name and that the items are for the Home-

economics class. 

                                  Thanks,  Connie Sunderland 

     Field Trip to Knights Ferry 

Ms. Elias, Biology Instructor, 533-8644 ext. 210 

This year, several high school teachers and I will be 
taking the 10th grade  biology students to Knights Fer-
ry on November 15. I am requesting 4 parent volun-
teers to drive students. We will leave Gold Rush at 
9:00 and return by 2:00. The cost of the field trip is 
$10.00, lunch included.  The purpose of the annual 
Knights Ferry Field Trip is to study the biology of the 
Chinook Salmon as they return to their birthplace to 
complete their life cycle.   

We will begin by viewing native wildlife exhibits at the 
museum and videos about salmon. The ranger escorts 
student to the bridge, where salmon can be seen on 
the river bottom, protecting their redds of newly 
spawned eggs. Other activities include trout dissec-
tions, fish printing, taxonomy of fish, water quality 
testing, stream sediment analysis, leaf identification, 
plant rubbings, and volleyball. 

I also have the privilege of leading this field trip with  

6-8th grade students from the Country School, on No-

vember 14, from 9:00 to 2:00.  Parent volunteers are 

always welcome.  Teachers who have classes at this 

time will lead activities.  I have been taking high school 

students on this trip for ten years and each year is 

equally as delightful as the one before.  I especially 

enjoy this fall field trip when the air is crisp, the fall 

colors are showy and the trout are smelly, but that is 

the fun part of learning.  Dress warmly because the 

valley fog can be chilly.  Rain cancels.   



        Earth Science Field Investigations: 
Sierra Nevada Geology Fieldtrip 

Thursday, September 29, 2011 

(Must sign-up by Thursday, Sept. 22) 

Required for all Earth Science students 
 

Spend a day observing and studying the geology of Californiaôs amazing Sier-
ra Nevada. The focus will be to help students understand the processes and 
sequence of events that have shaped these mountains. Stops will include:   
Little Sweden, The Gargoyles, Columns of the 
Giants, Clarks Fork, and Sonora Pass. Stu-
dents will have a chance to collect rock and 
mineral samples for their collections. 
 
(No cost to Gold Rush  students.) 
 

209.607.8455 Å Fax: 209.369.7227 

dwyrick@goldrushcs.com Å 

http://www.naturebydesignlearning.com  

 

 

  

 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED! 

Kelly Penning is our Gold Rush Parent Volunteer Co-

ordinator and needs parent volunteers!  If you are 

willing to help with fundraisers, socials, fieldtrips, 

etc. please contact Kelly at  

kellypenning@ymail.com or phone:  (209) 845-

8683. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER 

Gabriella Kagay is new to Gold Rush this year.  She 

will be team teaching English I, giving the Earth Sci-

ence lectures, and teaching a few Technology clas-

ses.  Welcome, Gabriella. 

 

 



COUNTRY SCHOOL NEWS 

Country School students began classes on Wednes-

day, August 24. Their first day included many of the 

activities that make this school special such as gar-

dening, and taking care of the animals. 

 

There have been a few staffing changes such as 

Mrs. Barrieau moving from the 7th and 8th grade 

classroom to teach 1st grade.                                                   

Mrs. Corporandy moved from teaching K-1 to 

teach the 7th and 8th grades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We welcome Mrs. Hall as a new teacher with        

Gold Rush. Brittan is teaching  Kindergarten. 



TRAVEL CLUB & TRIP TO PUERTO RICO 

Spanish I, II, and III Students and Parents,           

We would like to know how many of you would be interested in a trip to Puerto Rico this year, or next.  

Some of the Spanish students have voiced an interest in travelling to a Spanish speaking country, and we 

also talked about starting a travel club.  One of the objectives of the club would be to fundraise for a trip to 

Puerto Rico.  Because Puerto Rico is a U.S. Territory there is no need for a passport.  Puerto Ricans speaks 

both Spanish and English, so it would be a great place to practice newly acquired Spanish language skills.  In 

addition, Puerto Rico has miles upon miles of white sand beaches, great shopping, culture, history, and the 

only tropical rainforest in the U.S.   

Please call Kelly Penning at (209) 845-8683, or email her at kellypenning@ymail.com and let her 

know if you are interested in a trip to this tropical island!  

COUNTRY SCHOOL NEWS, Continued 

We are excit-

ed to have 

Mrs. Jones in 

the office.   

Liz will be an-

swering the 

phone, help-

ing with yard 

duty, and will 

be our official 

parent con-

tact person. 

 

Mrs. Sunderland will be working with Mrs. 

Hildreth in the 6th grade classroom.  Connie 

is completing her student teaching and we 

know she will have lots of positive learning 

experiences while teaching with Lynn. 

 

It would be a very wise move to return  

any Gold Rush textbooks from last year  

to the Library, immediately, if not sooner!!                                                    
      Ray 



14673 Mono Way 
Sonora, CA 95370 

Phone:  (209) 533-8644 
FAX: (209) 532-9234 

A Personalized Learning Plan 

Questions/requests can be               
e-mailed to Cheryl Calderaro, 

newsletter editor at: 
CherCalderaro@hotmail.com 

 

GOLD RUSH CHARTER 

SCHOOL 

We’re on the web! 

www.goldrushcs.com 

Important Newsletter from                 

Gold Rush Charter School 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 T-Dap 

Verification   

Deadline  

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Labor 

Day 

HS First  

Day of 

Classes 

Vision 

Screening 

8:30 AM 

CS 

Hearing 

Screening 

11:30 AM 

CS 


