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Principal’s Note

December 2011

One of the early winter solstice festivals was the Roman Saturnalia. It was a
week of feasting and gift giving in honor of Saturn, father of Jupiter. Today bil-
lions of people celebrate December 25™ as a secular holiday, a time of Christ-
mas trees, Santa Claus and reindeer. For Christians, Christmas celebrates the
birth of Jesus, who Christians recognize as the Messiah promised in the Old
Principal’s Note 1 Testament of the Bible. A common sight during this holiday is the Nativity sce-
ne: a baby Jesus surrounded by his parents, Mary and Joseph, the wise men,
shepherds, and stable animals; all being watched over by angels.

Inside this issue:

Fall Festival Report 2
This Jesus was a baby of hope. He was expected to restore the Kingdom of Is-

Students of the Month 3 rael and usher in a new utopia. Many of Jesus’ followers were disappointed
when it became clear that he was speaking of a spiritual kingdom and spiritual

Sarah Spirk Graduates . .
renewal. His death and resurrection are celebrated at Easter.

Knights Ferry Field Trip 4
For many parents, the story of Jesus parallels their own hope that their child

will make the world a better place. Every parent knows that their child is spe-

Donors Choose 4 cial and has almost unlimited potential. At Gold Rush Charter School we be-
lieve that every child has tremendous potential and we strive to provide an ed-
Tech Museum Field Trip 4 ucation that will help them make wise choices and acquire the skills they will

need to be successful in their life pursuits.

D ber Calend 4
ecember talendar We hope that every family will be blessed with hope and joy during this holiday

season.

Merry Christmas!
Kathleen Hansen, Principal

NEW OFFICE HOURS

Our front desk Administrative Assistant is taking a leave of absence. Therefore, starting in December
and going through January, our Mono Way location’s new office hours will be Tuesday-Thursday 12-4.
Office hours will return to the normal 9-4 Monday-Thursday schedule in February.
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Thank you to all who participated in
making this year’s Fall Festival a suc-
cess! We netted about $1800 to go
toward school fieldtrips.

Olivia & Matt—painting props.
Gabby selling popcorn.

Kate enjoying a carmal apple.
Paige & Tomi—at the photo booth.
Cheryl—in charge of cake walk.
Olivia—face painting.
Sharon—face painting

Sherrill & Cindy—Photo moment.
Veterans unfolding our flag.
Jennifer & Liz selling food.
Amanda—candy corn count.

Pam—Christmas ornaments.




December Students of the Month ™

Amanda Penning Neo Borja
Amanda Penning is a sophomore this year. She | have chosen Neo Borja for the student
is an active member of Student Council and is of the month. He is 10 years old and in
responsible and diligent in her studies. She the 5th grade. | chose Neo because he

always goes the "extra mile" in all he
does. He shows up to school with a smile
and it never leaves his face.

also shares her optimistic and friendly attitude
with classmates, helping make attending
classes at Gold Rush a positive experience.

— Mrs. Benton Mrs. DeMattei

Sarah Spirk , a senior at Gold Rush, is graduat-
ing this month. For her senior project she
crocheted an afghan, which took her 42 hours
from start to finish.

Sarah plans to donate the afghan to a foster
child for Christmas.
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KNIGHTS FERRY FIELD TRIP

On November 15", the biology class went to Knights Ferry to investigate the life cycle of the Chinook salm-
on. Both instructors of the class, Ms. Elias and Mr. Wyrick, conducted dissections of rainbow trout and wa-
ter quality testing, respectively. Gold Rush teachers, Mrs. Carr and Mrs. Calderaro led fish printing and oth-
er art/science activities. Kalinda and Steve Bechtold, parents of Nolan Bechtold (10™) conducted tree ob-
servations and with the help of Kathy Kearns and Kelly Penning, prepared a lovely barbeque.

The field trip is held annually during the week before Thanksgiving when peak numbers of salmon are typi-
cally observed. It is always exciting to see the 5-6 foot long males and females (no fish story on the length!)
vigorously protecting their redds (nests in gravel) to insure survival of the next generation. | have conduct-
ed this field trip annually for ten years and always appreciate the excellent behavior of all Gold Rush stu-
dents and how much students learn from hands on activities. The trip is always enhanced with the partici-
pation of Gold Rush staff and involved parents. Thanks to all of you for making this trip a winner!

—- Mg, Elias

S

Dylan dissecting a rainbow. Mr. Wyrick and his water testers. Observing local trees.

DONORS CHOOSE nbenton@goldrushcs.com and she will email you the
Do you know about the website code after she receives it next week.

http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/11419207?

This is a place where teachers can find sponsors to  This means that if 25 people contributed $5 each
finance items needed for school. Mrs. Benton’s goal of $250 would be met. Maybe

some of you would like to contribute something
For instance, Mrs. Benton has requested two camer- toward our photography class needs, or check out
as for her photography class. (Go to the site and the other requests teachers have made.
type in “Cameras to Capture memories.”)

MISSING LIBRARY ITEM
This week , 12/5/11 thru 12/12/11, all dona- Whoever has the National Geographic CD-Rom
tions will be matched by a generous gift from the Volume of “The 1960s”: please return it to the li-
Board of Directors. brary immediately, if not sooner!

To receive the matching funds you must enter a TECH MUSEUM FIELDTRIP 12-13-11!
special code: Email Mrs Benton at
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