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Our second semester is off to a good start.  We have added Geography and 

Drivers Education, with Mr. Kight, who also substitute teaches for Tuolumne 

County schools. 

hǳǊ ²ǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǳƴƛǘ ƻƴ ά¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅτPast, Present, and Fu-

ǘǳǊŜΣέ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  wŜƴŜŜ IŀǊǊƛǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

creative idea for a futuristic device:  Finder DotsΦ  ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻǎŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řƻǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŜǇΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻŜǎΦέ  

This month we celebrate the birthdays of our two most famous presidents:  

George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  They were both homeschooled and 

developed a lifelong love of learning!                                                                                  

       ñCheryl Calderaro

 

 

 

             Tuesday, February 14th 

 5:30 PM in Excelsior (Students must be 

picked up by 8 PM!) 

Casual to formal attire; what you are comfortable in. 

Discounted tickets are now available for $3.00 

Tickets will be $4.00 at the door on the day of the dance. 

 

                                                                            

 Surprise your friends with Candy Grams on 

±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΗ  /ŀƴŘȅ DǊŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ¢ǳŜǎπ

day, February 7thτThursday, February 9th.  You can purchase Candy Grams 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  /ǳǇƛŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ 
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άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΤ   

I have just tried to do my 

very best each and every 

ŘŀȅΦέ                                        

 τAbraham Lincoln 

ά[ŀōƻǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

breast that little spark of 

celestial fire called con-

ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

      τ- George Washington  



Sierra StemlerτFreshman 

I have encountered many sophisticated 

and creative writers, but none, perhaps, as 

talented as Sierra.  She has an excellent 

sense of structure, grammar, and style, 

rare for someone so young.  Her work eth-

ic is exemplary, turning in all assignments 

ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ŦŀǊΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ά!έ ǎǘǳπ

dent, with wonderful things predicted for 

ƘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ {ƛŜǊǊŀ ƛƴ 

class. 

          τMartin Blake,  

  Freshman English teacher. 

Acacia Grimes 

Acacia is nine years old and attends 3rd 

grade at the Country School.  She works 

very hard in all of her studies and often 

gives more than her teacher asks of her.  

Acacia is a good friend to all and strives for 

excellent citizenship.  She is a top notch stu-

dent and I am proud to have her in my 

class! 

   τMrs. Owens, 

   Third Grade Teacher 

Mac DarrτSophomore 

  

(Even though we did not have a January newsletter, we did 

choose a January student of the month.) 

I selected Mac Darr as student of the month.  What makes 

Mac stand out?  In both World History and in English, Mac is 

a student that tries hard.  If he makes a mistake, he fixes it.  

aŀŎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩƭƭ 

seek help when needed..  Mac Darr, student of the month, a 

model for others to follow.  Thanks Mac, for being in my 

class! 

               τAnn Geirman,   

      English and Social Science 

  



Our seniors have just finished their 13+ page re-

search papers.  Two students that did an outstanding 

job are Matthew Colwell and Sam Pearce.   

{ŀƳΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǊǳπ

elty and finding ways to pre-

vent it.  His Senior project 

will involve putting on a 

fundraiser for the Humane 

Society. 

Matthew researched four-wheeling 

and its affect on the environment.  

For his project he will be rebuilding 

a 1977 Jeep cj5. 

 

 

 

In December we mentioned the Donors Choose web-

site: www.donorschoose.org/we-teach, where teach-

ers can find sponsors to finance items needed for 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 

ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ aǊǎΦ .ŜƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎπ

raphy class.  Ms. Puma has received math manipula-

tives for teaching fractions. Mrs. Rhett is close to 

reaching her goal toward special globes for her class-

room.  Thanks to all our sponsors! 

 

 

     Love Is...  

 aǊǎΦ DŜƛŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ        

were asked to complete the 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ά[ƻǾŜ ƛǎΧΦέ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿπ

ing is a sampling of their re-

sponses. 

Love is when your mama makes you do your 

homework.        τNolan Brennan 

Love is when you do something for someone and 

do not expect anything in return.       τEric Emel 

Love is knowing how another person thinks and 

understanding why they think that way.                        

         τChance Farrar 

You can tell what love is when the person looks at 

you like no other way, straight in the eyes, and 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ 

their eyes.             τTriston Cutting 

¢ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ 

of happiness when one smiles at you.  The touch 

ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ 

when you fall.  Love is not just a word and love 

can ever be defined by Old Mister Webster.          

          τRenee Harris 

Love is a wonderful disease that infects us all.  It 

can make your day or ruin your whole year.  Love 

can be a reason to get up in the morning, but it 

can also drag you down.  Love is fragile.  It begins 

with next to nothing; a glance, a compliment, a 

dinner date.  After long, you wonder how you 

ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜΦ                

     τJeff Green 

Love is a complex emotion, like any emotion, that 

means different things to people.  To some, love is 

a battlefield waiting to be conquered, to others, a 

mystery to be solved, still to some, love does not 

ŜȄƛǎǘΦ  [ƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǎȅŎƘƻǇŀǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƻ    

severe rationalists love is too complex.  Love is too 

complex to describe.  Generally love is a riddle. 

               τ-Colton Miller 

Love is when you want a kiss and you get bit.  

          τJustin Jaeger 

Love has been a topic of questions with very few 

answers, for almost as long as man has gotten that 

funny feeling in his stomach when he sees that cute 

ƎƛǊƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘπ

tempted to understand it, but to understand it is to 

try to understand the meaning of life.  Love is a 

mystery, but stands for so much.  

Put simply, love is a bond between 

you and the ones you care the 

most about, and it tells you when 

someone matters to you.  That is 

love.    τ-Shane Rich 

 



/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ±ƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ ¢ŀōƭŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ τField Trip 

On Thursday, January 26, Ms. Elias and Mr. Wyrick, instructors of Integrated Science, led a geology fieldtrip to our  

local Table Mountain, which just happens to be the BEST EXAMPLE IN THE WORLD of inverted topography. 

(Historically, the lava flowed down a river gorge which was surrounded by hills and mountains higher than the riv-

erbed. Presently, the hills and mountains have eroded, leaving a solid lava river higher than the surrounding slopes.) 

The depth of the lava formation is approximately 150 feet, getting thinner toward Knights Landing.   

Ms. Elias provided three different maps of the area.  These included an aerial map (in which the mountain looked just 

like a muddy river,) a map showing the varied elevations, and a map showing the compositions of rock.  Students used 

the maps to answer questions in their packets. 

From the top of the mountain, one looks down on New 

aŜƭƻƴŜǎ [ŀƪŜΩǎ ǎƭŀƭƻƳ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ  WŀƳŜπ

stown to the northeast. 

Some students commented that the top of the mountain 

looked like a rock strewn moonscape.  Mr. Wyrick pointed out 

that it takes lichen on the rocks 100 years to reach a diameter 

of one inch.  He also noted the historic gold mining activity in 

this area. 

The weather cooperated with just a misting of precipitation, 

creating a faint rainbow arching across the mountain. 


