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A Note From the Principal  

When I think of Christmas, one story often comes to mind: 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎΩ A Christmas Carol.  As the story opens we 

find Ebenezer Scrooge living a miserly life.  He is unhappy 

and makes everyone around him unhappy.   

But after being visited by the spirits of Christmases Past, 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

he has become. And so, he is thrilled to wake up on Christ-

mas morning and begin anew as a happy and generous rela-

tive, employer, and townsman.  

Which Scrooge are we?   

The old Scrooge?  Who shares a negative attitude with eve-

ryone , and spirals into a depressed and lonely existence, 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ά.ŀƘ ƘǳƳōǳƎΗέ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǘǘƻΦ 

Or the new Scrooge? Who shares an optimistic attitude that 

others find positively contagious. 

The stories and songs of Christmas remind us to celebrate 

life and generously give gifts that can not always be found 

at the mall, such as our time and our talents. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

                                                     Jim Gallno 
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WRITING THEMATIC UNIT  

January 4, 5, & 6  from  9 A.M. to 2 P.M. 

Students  in grades 9-11, who attend classes at the Mono Village 

/ŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǳƴƛǘ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 

everything from writing comic strips to editing and grammar.   

Snow Day Procedures  

On snowy/icy days, check Mother-

lode.com.  Our school closure notice 

should be listed by 7:30 a.m.  Then 

an all call will be made to notify fam-

ilies of school closure or possible late 

start times. 



Gold Rush Charter School Class ScheduleτSpring 2011 

Bonanza 

 
Excelsior 

 
Grizzly 

 
 
Spanish 2 ς Thursday ς 11:00 ς 12:00 Hidden Treasure 

(F) = Freshman  (S) = Sophomore ) (J) = Junior   (HS) = All High School   

Bonanza Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

8:00 ς    9:00 Algebra II ς HS Sweeley   Algebra II ς HS Sweeley 

9:00 --  10:00 US History - Benton   US History - Benton 

10:00   ς  11:00 Earth Science (F)-Wyrick Drivers Ed - Linville Earth Sci. Lab (F)-Wyrick 

11:00ς 12:00  Biology  Lab (S)-Wyrick 
11:00 ς 12:30 

Spanish I - Benton 11:00-11:30 Earth Sci Lab-
Wyrick 

  

12:00 ς 1:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

1:00 ς 2:00 Integrated Sci. (J)-Wyrick Biology (S) Lecture - Lin-
ville 
  

12:30 ς 2:00 
Int. Sci. (J)-Wyrick 

  2:00 ς 3:00 Art (HS)-Nutting Study Skills ς Linville   

  3:00 ς 3:30 Art (HS)-Nutting     

  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9:00   -    10:00 English II (S)-Geierman English II (S)-Geierman English II (S)-Geierman 

10:00   ς  11:00 Geometry (S)-Sweeley   Geometry (S)-Sweeley 

11:00 ς 12:00 English I (F)-Blake  (E1) 
Or 
Drivers Ed ς Linville E2 
  

English I (F)-Blake (E-1) English I (F)-Blake 11:30-
12:45 E1 or 
Study Skills ς Elias E2 
or 
Spanish II ς Benton 
(Hidden Treasure) 

12:00 ς 1:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

1:00 ς 2:00 World History- (S)         
Geierman 
Study Skills (E2) 

Career Explorations ς  
Calderaro 

World History- (S)         
Geierman 

2:00 ς 3:00  Study Skills/Applied Sci-
ence ς Linville 
Guitar ς Sokyrka- Guitar 

Home Economics (HS)-
Hildreth 

Study Skills/Applied Sci-
ence  ς E2 Linville 
Journalism ς E1 Blake 

3:00 ς 4:00  Drama - McVey   

  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9:00   -   10:00 Algebra I (F) Sweeley Algebra I (F) Sweeley Algebra I (F) Sweeley 

10:00 ς  11:00 English III (J)-Geierman Geometry (S)-Sweeley English III (J)-Geierman 

11:00 ς 12:00 Study Skills-Geierman Study Skills ς Sweeley Decision Making (HS) ς 
Silva 

12:00 ς 12:45 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

1:00 ς 2:00 Spanish 1 (F) ς Benton   Spanish 1 (F) ς Benton 
  

2:00 ς 3:00 Tech ς Britt   Photography ς 2:00 ς 3:30 
ς Benton 

3:00 ς 3:30 Tech Britt    



MYSTERY DINNER  

HUGE SUCCESS!  

 We sold over 100 tickets at our November 19 Mystery Dinner and raised $2700! 

 Thank you to all who attended this fundraiser and to those who had a part in the program.  Also, a 

big thanks to our parent volunteers:  Amy Banks, Kathy Freeman, Dawn Hinshaw, and Bev Souza, who col-

lected donations from local businesses and creatively put together the baskets.  

 aǊǎΦ .Ŝƴǘƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΣέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ 

the student photo auction items: Ray Torrence, Lori Vaughn, and Cheryl Yarborough.  Also, Shay Saunders 

for all her time in framing. 

 Mr. Blake proudly holding his 

photography purchases! 

 Seated for a delicious dinner. 

 Country School performance. 

 Danielle & Desiree Sokyrka. 
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The Junior High students have settled into separate classrooms.  Sixth grade is now  being taught by Ms.  Hil-
dreth and Ms. Divine in room #7. Seventh and eighth grades are being taught by Ms. Barrieau and Ms. Divine 
in room #8. 

 

άThis month in farm and garden our students are studying animal adaptations to winter, and have learned 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƳǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƘƛōŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ό¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅǊƛŀ 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŘŜƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜƭƭΧύΣέ ǎŀȅǎ aǊǎΦ 5ƛǾƛƴŜΦ 

άbƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ό¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ IŀǊǊȅ {ǳƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ 
we can proceed to the construction of our animal pens. This will be built over the Christmas break on the 
right side of the playing field. With these in place, our animals, (chickens and rabbits) should be arriving after 
the break. Shortly thereafter, we will be adding pygmy goats and a Churro sheep.  Thank you to all who sup-
ported our fundraiser which raised money toward these expenses. 

 

Speaking of adaptations, P.E. has included sledding and recess has morphed into some giant snowball 
ƎŀƳŜǎΦ CƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ bƻ ǎƴƻǿōŀƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ŀǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǎǘΣ 
students have the option of agreeing to play (or not) and no snowball games on icy days. Frequently staff 
members have joined in these games and fun has been had by all.    

Algebra I work is now available on-line at the Gold Rush website: www.goldrushcs.com ǳƴŘŜǊ άŎƭŀǎǎ ǎȅƭƭŀōƛκ
ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘǎέΦ                                                                                     

                                                                                

 

 

 

 

For two weeks Ms. Barrieau tried to recapture Rino, the 
escaped Teddy Bear Hamster.  Finally, Tractor Supply do-
nated a chipmunk trap.  Rino was too light to spring the 
trap, so Ms. Barrieau had to rig it with a rock to compen-
ǎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ wƛƴƻΩǎ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǿŜƛƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ wƛƴƻ ƛǎ ƘŀǇπ
pily back in his cage eating pumpkin seeds amongst other 
things.  

Thank you to SONORA AREA FOUNDATION for a $5000 grant to be used toward the expenses of new  

fencing, new buildings, and new farm animals at the Country School.  Also, thank you to the family that 

has donated $1000 toward this project.  The total cost is about $11,000, so $2700 + $5000 + $1000 =  

ϷутллΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΗ 



Knights Ferry Biology Fieldtrip  

On Friday, November 12, Ms. Elias conducted a biology fieldtrip to Knights Ferry to learn about the Chi-

nook salmon migration.  The day began with a visit through the wildlife museum and a viewing of a his-

torical movie about the ferry that cost the miners most of their gold just to cross the Stanislaus River! 

The students observed Chinook salmon migrating back to their birthplace in the Stanislaus River; salm-

on spawn and die, thereby completing their life cycle.  Students rotated through five learning stations.   

 1.  Trout Dissection τ Students learned about rainbow trout anatomy. 

 2.  Gyotaku Fish Printsτ Students painted over gel molds of fish, rubbed paper over the molds,     

 then labeled the fins. 

 3.  Literature Reviewτ Students reviewed literature about steelhead trout and salmon. 

 4.  Taxonomyτ Mr. Sweeley led students in a study of the physical similarities and differences in 

 a variety of fish. 

 5.  Chemical Reactionsτ Mrs. Benton supervised chemical testing in a drip plate.  Students had 

 to deduce the unknown chemical. 

Students ate B-B-Q hot dogs and burgers skillfully prepared by Austin Kruger.  There was even time for a 

volleyball game before returning to the school. 
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 Dissecting a trout. 

 Ms. Elias leading the dis-

section of trout. 

 Austin Kruger fixing 

lunch. 


